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Sloths are a Neotropical group of xenarthran mammals and are susceptible to
infections by different etiological agents, including protozoa of the genus
Trypanosoma. In this context, the aim of this study was to detect Trypanosoma
spp. infection in sloths in the Brazilian Amazon. The study was conducted with
captive sloths in the states of Amazonas and Pará. Animals that died and were
cryopreserved in captivity were also examined. Captive animals were physically
restrained for collection of whole blood samples by puncture of the cephalic
vein, while liver and spleen samples were collected from cryopreserved dead
animals. After DNA extraction, the samples were subjected to PCR with primers
18STN-F and 18STN-R, which amplify a fragment of approximately 714 bp of
the 24S rRNA gene of Trypanosoma spp. Biological samples from 50 anteaters
were analyzed: three from Bradypus tridactylus, fourty from Bradypus
variegatus, and seven from Coloepus didactylus. Trypanosoma spp. DNA was
detected in 12% (6/50) of the sloths, with positive specimens of B. tridactylus, B.
variegatus, and C.didactylus. It is concluded that Trypanosoma spp. infection
occurs in sloths in the Amazonas e Pará states.
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