ABSTRACT - 5. DISASTER AND CONFLICT RESILIENT HERITAGE -
CULTURAL HERITAGE IS INCREASINGLY VULNERABLE TO DISASTERS
AND CONFLICTS AND SUBJECT TO RAPID DESTRUCTION, AS
EVIDENCED BY THE RECENT FIRES, FLOODS, EARTHQUAKES AND
ESCALATING ARMED CONFLICTS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD.
AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2023 IN SYDNEY, ICOMOS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE APPROVED THE THEME OF “DISASTER AND CONFLICT
RESILIENT HERITAGE - PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE AND RECOVERY”
AS THE THEME FOR THE TRIENNIAL SCIENTIFIC PLAN 2024-2027. IN
KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT OF OPEN, INNOVATIVE, CONSTRUCTIVE
INTERGENERATIONAL DIALOGUE, AND THE STRATEGIC FOCUS, THIS
SUB-THEME WILL ADDRESS THE SUITABILITY OF THE VENICE CHARTER
WITH THE THEME OF DISASTER AND CONFLICT-RESILIENT HERITAGE,
EMPHASIZING ITS BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR HERITAGE DISCOURSE,
DEVELOPMENT MODELS, AND RESILIENCE STRATEGIES.
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The Suzhou Ancient City section of the Grand Canal, originally excavated in the
6th century BCE, stands as a significant carrier of historical context, shaping the
blue-green space pattern of the city and forming the unique cultural landscape
of water towns. Suzhou, the only city along the Grand Canal to apply for World



Heritage status under the concept of an "ancient city," serves as an exemplary
model of canal-based urban development. However, despite the establishment
of several public recreational spaces, the preservation and integration of canal
culture within the modern urban framework remain isolated and weak, gradually
diminishing the cultural value of the canal.This study focuses on the Suzhou
Ancient City section of the Grand Canal, aiming to construct a systematic and
diversified heritage corridor from a recreational perspective. Addressing the
complex canal background, this research first organizes historical materials,
relevant literature, and exemplary heritage corridor cases to summarize the
relevant theories and practices, identifying the components and construction
methods of heritage corridors. Through the study of the canal's historical
evolution, functional development, and spatial pattern impact, combined with
heritage inventories and cultural relic protection lists, historical resources are
integrated and classified according to relevant heritage corridor standards,
forming a resource system for the Suzhou Ancient City section.Based on this
foundation, the construction analysis of the heritage corridor is carried out in two
parts: the heritage corridor resource points and their spatial environment
context. First, for resource points, the nearest neighbor index is calculated to
determine their spatial distribution type, identified as clustered. Next, kernel
density analysis is conducted to ascertain the spatial distribution trend of
various heritage resource points. Neighborhood analysis explores the spatial
relationship between resource points and the canal water system, determining
the coverage of resource points within different ranges along the canal, thereby
delineating the scope and spatial hierarchy of the heritage corridor in the
Suzhou Ancient City section. Second, for the urban spatial environment, termed
as the corridor matrix, a recreational suitability analysis is conducted to
determine the suitability of different areas for constructing heritage corridors.
Using the least-cost path model, the construction of heritage corridors on
different types of corridor matrices is viewed as a process of overcoming
resistance. The resistance coefficients of various corridor matrix factors are
calculated and analyzed to derive recreational suitability, combined with the
least-cost path analysis results, providing important reference points for the
siting and planning layout of heritage corridors.Finally, based on the above
analysis, the planning of the heritage corridor in the Suzhou Ancient City section
and the design of the key area, Tiger Hill West Canal Park, are developed. The
planning integrates heritage, the canal, and human-centric aspects, combining
the construction of the recreational system to achieve a heritage corridor that



honors the city's history and incorporates modern elements, creating a canal
park that merges ecological resilience with urban vitality.
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