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Enteroparasite infections associated with lack of information about prevention and 

control mechanisms more frequently affect populations in vulnerable conditions, which 

contributes to the maintenance of morbidity and high mortality rates. This problem has 

been stimulating epidemiological surveys, which aim to implement intervention strategies 

and health education actions based on the local reality and carried out with the 

participation of the community. The study included 82 people from the Candeal II 

community, District of Matinha, municipality of Feira de Santana, Bahia. The percentage 

of positivity for intestinal parasites in the study population was 19.5% (16). Of these, 

18.3% were positive for protozoa and 1.2% for helminthes. Among the identified 

protozoa, Entamoeba histolytica/Entamoeba dispar and Giardia intestinalis stand out. 

The commensal protozoa Entamoeba coli and Endolimax nana were also identified. The 

helminth Enterobius vermicularis was identified. The highest percentage of positivity 

was observed in the age group of 11 to 20 years (31.3%), followed by children (1 to 10 

years) and elderly (over 61 years) with 18.7% of positivity, respectively. These data 

indicate that this population lives with some risk factor related to the handling and storage 

of water, the main vehicle for the transmission of the identified parasites. Regarding the 

sociodemographic variables of the population, it was observed that 34 (41.46%) were 

male and 48 (58.54%) were female. Most heads of household have incomplete primary 

education 32 (39.1%). Most families have an income of one minimum wage 51 (72.2%) 

whose main economic activity is agriculture 39 (47.6%), followed by seamstress 16 

(19.5%) and housemaids 6 (7.32%). Considering the sanitary and environmental 

variables, most of the residences are supplied with water supplied by the public network, 

75 (91.5%) from the Bahia Water and Sanitation Company (EMBASA) and 7 (8.5%) use 

water from artesian wells. After the epidemiological profile and identification of parasites 

in the community, a series of lectures was held. Results were presented emphasizing care 

in handling the water used and raising animals. To serve the children, puppet theater was 

performed, whose theme addressed by the characters was hygienic care at home and in 

the school environment. A strategy that reinforced students' attention and participation. 

Enterobiosis was the subject of discussion with the students, which addressed the 

importance of personal hygiene care during infection with this parasite. They were 

instructed to notify their parents and/or guardians and seek care at the Basic Health Unit 

if they felt any of the symptoms presented. All topics were also addressed in the 

conversation with mothers and school teachers. 
 


