Chewing lice parasites of the avifauna of Guanabara Bay from the International Airport
of Rio de Janeiro — Gale&o / Tom Jobim
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The Brazilian avifauna is one of the most diverse in existence. The coastal areas of Brazil
are home to a wide variety of birds, combining pelagic and continental animals.
Circulating parasites in these birds can reveal important information about the interaction
of these animals with each other and with the environment where they live. This study
aims to identify parasitic lice of wild birds in the region of the International Airport of
Rio de Janeiro — Galedo / Tom Jobim, originating from birds captured / rescued during
the work of the Fauna Management technical team of the airport operator, linked to the
Program of Fauna Risk Management, in which it structures the aerodrome operations for
the permanent management of the risk caused by fauna to air operations. Thirty-one birds
of different species were analyzed from 2019 to 2021. The bird species that had lice
infestation were: Southern-Lapwing (Vanellus chilensis), Black-Vulture (Coragyps
atratus), Crested-Caracara (Caracara plancus), Savanna-Hawk (Heterospizias
meridionalis), White-Cheeked-Pintail (Anas bahamensis), Snowy-Egret (Egretta thula),
Black-Crowned-Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) and Cocoi-Heron (Ardea cocoi).
The lice found were clarified and mounted on permanent slides, having been
morphometrically analyzed for identification. In total, 308 lice of different species were
found. The genera found were Colpocephalum, Acutifrons, Degeeriella, Trinopon,
Anaticola, Quadraceps, Austromenopon, Comatomenopon and Falcolipeureus. The most
common species were Austromenopon ochraceus with 172 lice and Quadraceps incai
with 60, both parasitizing Southern-Lapwings. Birds of the species Black-Crowned-
Night-Heron, White-Cheeked-Pintail and Snowy-Egret were little affected, with an
average of five lice of different species per individual. The Savanna-Hawk and the Cocoi-
Heron were the animals with the lowest infestation, with only 1 louse each, of the genera
Degeeriella sp. and Colpocephalum sp. respectively. The Southern-Lapwing and the
Black-Vulture were the species that showed the highest number of lice per individual,
with an average of 21 and 18, respectively. With this study, it was possible to analyze
different hosts and the intensity of lice infestation per animal, thus helping to expand the
knowledge about circulating parasites in these bird species in Brazilian territory.



