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Resumo

O bdson de Higgs conquistou e amedrontou pessoas ao redor de todo o globo. Elas
acompanharam nos jornais matérias sobre o funcionamento do Large Hadron Collider (LHC),
maquina em que a polémica “particula de Deus” viria a ser detectada em 2012. Ao mesmo tempo
que temiam o fim do mundo a partir de um buraco negro artificial que seria criado pelo
experimento, também ansiavam por alguma confirmagéo divina. Seu apelido viabilizou que
representacoes sobre a ciéncia fossem veiculadas ao publico, fossem elas mais préximas ou
mais distantes da realidade da agenda de pesquisa em torno do béson de Higgs. A divulgagao
cientifica permeia a vida do grande publico antes, durante e apds a etapa da escolarizagéo,
moldando constantemente o qué e como pensamos ciéncia, merecendo a atencdo dos
pesquisadores da area de Ensino de Ciéncias. Neste trabalho, buscamos analisar ndo como um
jornal tradicional de grande alcance retratou o béson de Higgs, mas sim a percepg¢ao do publico
que acessou as noticias sobre a particula através de redes sociais. A partir dos comentarios nas
publicagcbes que noticiavam a "particula de Deus", e utilizando a analise textual discursiva (ATD)
(Moraes, 2003), pudemos aprofundar nossa compreensao sobre a concepgao do publico geral
acerca das praticas sociais, econdmicas e politicas entrelacadas a ciéncia, isto é, as percepcdes
sobre o carater social da ciéncia. Concluimos que questdes sobre o financiamento da ciéncia e
sua utilidade para a sociedade foram as mais caras para o grande publico.
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Abstract

The Higgs boson captivated and terrified people around the globe. They read newspaper reports
about the operation of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), the machine in which the controversial
"God particle" was detected in 2012. While they feared the end of the world from an artificial black
hole created by the experiment, they also yearned for divine confirmation. Its nickname enabled
representations of science to be conveyed to the public, whether closer to or further from the
reality of the research agenda surrounding the Higgs boson. Science communication permeates
the lives of the general public before, during, and after school, constantly shaping what and how
we think about science, and thus deserves the attention of researchers in the field of science
education. In this work, we aim to analyze not how a traditional, widespread newspaper portrayed
the Higgs boson, but rather the perception of the public who accessed news about the particle
through social media. Based on comments on publications reporting on the "God particle" and
using discursive textual analysis (Moraes, 2003), we were able to enhance our understanding of
the general public's perceptions about the social, economic, and political practices intertwined
with science. That is, their perceptions of the social nature of science. We concluded that
questions about science funding and its societal utility were most important to the general public.
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