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Resumo

A visita de Marie Curie ao Brasil, em 1926, configura-se como um episédio histérico
relevante para a Educagao, Divulgacdo e Popularizacdo Cientifica. Neste trabalho,
enfatizamos a passagem da cientista por Minas Gerais, identificando as atividades
realizadas por ela e as potencialidades de documentos histéricos para ensinar, divulgar
e popularizar Ciéncia. A metodologia fundamenta-se na pesquisa histérica, a partir de
fontes documentais primarias (jornais, cartas, registros institucionais) e secundarias
(artigos e livros), permitindo reconstituir a passagem de Marie por cidades como Belo
Horizonte, Sabara, Nova Lima e Lagoa Santa. Os dados revelam a forte repercusséao
do evento, sobretudo no Instituto do Radium, para o qual Curie doou trés tubos de
radio-226, impulsionando a radioterapia no Brasil e promovendo o intercambio
cientifico. Sua presenga mobilizou figuras relevantes da época, como Eduardo Borges
da Costa — fundador do Instituto do Radium — e Amilcar Vianna Martins — um dos
mais notaveis parasitologistas brasileiros —, e sua conferéncia na Faculdade de
Medicina abordou os elementos quimicos radio e polénio, e teve grande foco na
aplicacdo da radioatividade na &area da saude. Além das informagbes
técnico-cientificas, os registros indicam a geracdo de debates sobre ciéncia, saude e
educacao. Conclui-se que esse episddio ao ser abordado por meio de documentos
histéricos pode orientar a elaboragcao de acbes educativas no Ensino de Ciéncias,
conectando conteudos técnico-cientificos ao contexto historico, cultural e social. O
Centenario da Visita de Marie Curie ao Brasil, em 2026, configura-se como
oportunidade para resgatar essa memoria e promover agdes de Educacgao, Divulgagao
e Popularizacao Cientifica.
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Abstract

Marie Curie's visit to Brazil in 1926 is a significant historical event for Education,
Dissemination, and Popularization of science. In this work, we emphasize the scientist's
time in Minas Gerais, identifying her activities and the potential of historical documents
for teaching, disseminating, and popularizing science. The methodology is based on
historical research, drawing on primary documentary sources (newspapers, letters,



institutional records) and secondary sources (articles and books), allowing us to
reconstruct Marie Curie's time in cities such as Belo Horizonte, Sabara, Nova Lima, and
Lagoa Santa. The data reveal the event's significant impact, particularly at the Radium
Institute, to which Curie donated three radium-226 tubes, boosting radiotherapy in Brazil
and fostering scientific exchange. Her presence mobilized important figures of the time,
such as Eduardo Borges da Costa — founder of the Radium Institute — and Amilcar
Vianna Martins — one of Brazil's most notable parasitologists, and her lecture at the
Faculty of Medicine addressed the chemical elements radium and polonium, with a
strong focus on the application of radioactivity in healthcare. In addition to the technical
and scientific information, the records indicate the generation of debates about science,
health, and education. It can be concluded that this episode, when addressed through
historical documents, can guide the development of educational initiatives in science
education, connecting technical and scientific content to the historical, cultural, and
social context. The centenary of Marie Curie's visit to Brazil, in 2026, presents an
opportunity to reclaim this memory and promote Scientific Education, Dissemination,
and Popularization initiatives.
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