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Resumo

A insergdo da Historia da Matematica no ensino permite uma abordagem critica e
contextualizada das praticas pedagdgicas. A andlise de fontes e artefatos historicos
contribui para compreender a producdo e apropriagcdo social do conhecimento
matematico, além de sugerir novas estratégias didaticas. Esta pesquisa examina a
revista de divulgacéao cientifica Le Petit Inventeur, publicada em 1925, que apresenta o
elipsografo como instrumento voltado a construgao de elipses. Inserida no contexto da
intensa circulagdo de saberes no periodo entre guerras, a publicagéo evidencia o papel
dos objetos técnicos como mediadores entre ciéncia e sociedade, aproximando
conceitos abstratos da realidade cotidiana. A partir de uma historiografia atualizada, o
elipsografo é interpretado ndo apenas como aparato técnico, mas como elemento
cultural, portador de praticas e saberes vinculados ao ensino. Além da analise historica,
sdo discutidas propostas para aplicar modelos de elipségrafos no Ensino Médio,
explorando a definicdo, equacdo e propriedades da elipse. Diante dos desafios
histéricos do ensino da elipse, especialmente no que se refere a visualizagao e
aplicabilidade no contexto da Educagado Basica, argumenta-se que a analise critica de
instrumentos histéricos contribui para renovar as praticas pedagogicas. Nesse sentido,
a cultura material é valorizada como recurso didatico capaz de fomentar a curiosidade,
a experimentacao e a aprendizagem ativa. Ao articular Historia da Ciéncia, Ensino e o
estudo da elipse, a pesquisa destaca a importancia das fontes histéricas na formagao
docente e na promogcao de um ensino interdisciplinar e mais significativo da
Matematica.
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Abstract

The incorporation of the History of Mathematics into teaching enables a critical and
contextualized approach to pedagogical practices. The analysis of historical sources
and artifacts contributes to understanding the production and social appropriation of
mathematical knowledge while suggesting new didactic strategies. This research
examines the scientific popularization magazine Le Petit Inventeur, published in 1925,
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which presents the ellipsograph as an instrument designed for the construction of
ellipses. Situated within the context of the intense circulation of knowledge during the
interwar period, the publication highlights the role of technical objects as mediators
between science and society, bringing abstract concepts closer to everyday reality.
Based on updated historiography, the ellipsograph is interpreted not merely as a
technical apparatus, but as a cultural element, carrying practices and knowledge linked
to teaching. In addition to historical analysis, this study discusses proposals for applying
ellipsograph models in high school classrooms, aiming to explore the definition,
equation, and properties of the ellipse. Considering the historical challenges of teaching
the ellipse—especially regarding its visualization and applicability in basic education—it
is argued that the critical analysis of historical instruments contributes to renewing
pedagogical practices. In this sense, material culture is valued as a didactic resource
capable of fostering curiosity, experimentation, and active learning. By articulating
History of Science, Education, and the study of the ellipse, this research highlights the
relevance of historical sources in teacher education and in promoting a more
interdisciplinary and meaningful approach to Mathematics teaching.
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